
Sample Email “How to Baptize Your Friend” 
 
I’m so excited you are willing to baptize a fellow group member. I’m here to get you up 
to speed with everything you need to know.  
  
1st. Read everything below to get the big picture.  
  
2nd. Listen to Pastor Rick’s training here! 
  
3rd.  Set a date for the baptism and do the baptism (Let’s talk after this date is set on a 
three-way call or via Skype) 
 
4th. Submit the online baptism information card here! 
  
Looking forward to talk with you very soon! 
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What is the Biblical Basis of Baptism?  
  
Baptism is an important part of the Christian faith because Jesus was 
baptized, Jesus called his disciples to baptize new believers, and Jesus 
commanded us to be baptized.  
  
Matthew 3:16 says "As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the 
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting on him" and Jesus says at the end of 
his ministry on earth in Mathew 28:19-20 "Go then and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything that I have 
commanded you." 



  
Baptism is important because it was important to Jesus.  
  
Let's look deeper at what baptism is all about... 
  
1. Baptism is a celebration of an individual's commitment to follow Jesus 
Christ and to live their life according to God's plan (Mark 1:9) 
  
Baptism marks a change in ones life and God wants to honor that 
commitment with a celebration. 
  
2. Baptism is a public statement of obedience to Christ (Acts 2:41) 
  
Here at Saddleback we love gathering friends, family, and anyone else to 
come to this public event.  
  
3. Baptism demonstrates a believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen 
Savior (Acts 18:8, Romans 6:4) 
  
The act of baptism is all about publicly showing your friends/family how 
you believe fully and will for now on live fully for Jesus Christ.  
  
4. Baptism is an outward symbol of the commitment you have made in 
your heart, similar to what a wedding ring is to marriage. Baptism does not 
make you a believer, it shows you already are one (Ephesians 2:8,9) 
  
This is the reason why Saddleback clearly separates baby dedications and 
baptism. Baby dedication is an important event in a life of a child, but 
baby dedication is focused on the parents raising up the child in God’s 
way while baptism is focused on the individual not the parents. The Bible 
clearly shows baptism doesn't impart salvation on a child or an adult. A 
baby is not able to made a decision to accept Christ, this is why we do not 
baptize babies, but only adults who are able to make cognitive decisions 
to follow Jesus. Remember, baptism is only a symbol and doesn’t provide 
any special influence in the act of salvation.  
  
5. Baptism is a symbol of Christ's burial and Resurrection (1 Corinthians 
15:3-4) 



  
It is interesting that the word baptism comes from the Greek word 
"baptizo" which means to dip, to plunge, submerge or immerse. When 
Saddleback baptizes a new believer we literally submerge people in water 
to symbolize Jesus going to the grave and raising from the grave to stay 
true to the original meaning of baptism.  
  
Romans 6:4 says "By our baptism, then; we were buried with Him and 
shared His death in order that just as Christ was raised from death by the 
glorious power of the Father, so we might live a new life." 
  
So lets recap: Baptism is…. 
1. A celebration of an individual's commitment to follow Jesus  
2. A public statement of obedience to Christ 
3. A believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior 
4. It’s not essential for salvation, but shows you already saved 
5. A symbol of Christ's burial and Resurrection 
  
…and Lastly…. 
  
6. Baptism is a symbol of your new life as a Christian (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
  
The bottom line is Jesus calls new believers to get baptized, baptism does 
not play any part in a persons' salvation, and baptism is only a public 
demonstration of an inner decision to follower Christ.   
  
This is why there is power in the act of being baptized through immersion. 
When we are submerged under the water it's a symbol of the fact that our 
sins have been completely washed away, and when we come up to out of 
the water it's a picture of the fact that we have been resurrected to a new 
life with Jesus Christ.  
  
  

How to Baptize Another Believer  
  
Baptism is an important event in the life of a believer. Make each baptism 
a personal celebration and as meaningful as possible. Two major things 



you can do that will make all of the difference in a new believer's 
attitude…. 
  
1. Inform them of the details: 
The unknown can be overwhelming, so explain what will happen, what 
they will be doing, is the water warm, what to wear, when, and where. The 
person getting baptized is cc on this email, so this step is already taken of 
for you, but make sure to follow up with person on the date of the 
baptism.  
  
2. Encourage them with a joyful spirit! 
Let them know what it will mean to their group, to their friends, and family, 
and to Christ of this important event. Encourage everyone in the small 
group to make every effort to be present when someone in the group is 
being baptized.  
  
3.  Pick a location like a lake, pool, or beach for the baptism.  
The water needs to be deep enough for the person to be fully immersed.  
  
4. Baptize each person one at a time and if couples want to be together or 
families just have them all in the water at one time. 
Still do one at a time or have another group member help you. If a 
husband and wife get baptized together, baptize the husband first, and 
then have the husband help you baptize the wife.   

5. Gather everyone getting baptized in a line near the water and gather the 
crowd in one place.  

6. Explain what baptism is all about briefly to the crowd and pray for 
everyone getting baptized by following the text above and the audible 
resource of Rick explaining.  
  
7. Bring up the first person getting baptized, announce their name, and the 
date they accepted Christ.  
If the event is private you can skip this step, but still make it a joyful 
celebration. 
  
8. Talk privately to the person and say…. 
  



"Did you accept Jesus as your personal savior?" (After they say yes and 
they will say yes because you have already screened each person before 
coming into the water) Then grasp their arm with one hand and say, 
"Because of your faith in Jesus Christ and in obedience of His command, I 
baptize you, BELIEVER'S NAME, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Lower the person backward into the water 
until their whole body is immersed and immediately raise them up. While 
lowering the believer say, "Buried with Christ in Baptism.." As you raise 
them from the water sate, "…and raised to walk in newness of life."  
  
It is important to support the person firmly at their back and have the men 
being baptized bend their knees so that will able to raise them up. Place 
one hand on their back between the shoulders - do not put your hand on 
the back of their neck in order to avoid injury. Have them clasp their hands 
across their chest (especially important with ladies) to give you a place to 
comfortably put your other hand as you lower them into the water. You will 
often have to push gently with this hand to fully immerse someone. Be 
sure to help them get their balance and footing by holding them for just a 
second as they stand back up.  
  
9. Give them a hug and congratulations and encourage the crowd to 
celebrate as well after coming out of the water.  
  
10. Have another member of the group ready to snap a photo of the 
baptizer and the person who just got baptized together.  
Make sure everyone is smiling. If the water is cold they might try to make 
run for a towel before the photo. You will upload the photo on the online 
form.  
  
11. Complete the online baptism form here. 
 


